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n the Academy's annual Open Day on March 5,

both the main campus in Wan Chai and the
Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus in Pok Fu
Lam will be open to the public. The Béthanie
campus sits on the site of the restored Béthanie, a
former chapel and sanatorium that is now a
declared monument. In 2003, the Academy won
government funding to restore and convert the
Béthanie into a campus that is replete with history.
Work was completed in 2006. The Béthanie now
houses the training facilities for the Academy's
School of Film and Television.
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The Béthanie was built in 1875 by the Paris Foreign
Missions Society, or the Société des Missions Etrangéres
de Paris. It was the Roman Catholic mission's first
sanatorium in East Asia, for missionaries to recuperate
from tropical diseases. The name "Bethany" originates
from the Greek word Bethania, with Aramaic or Hebrew
roots meaning "house of affliction.” In the Bible, the village
of Bethania was about three kilometres from Jerusalem,
drawing its name from the miracle of the resurrection of
Lazarus that took place there. On the granite lintel of the
monastery is the Latin quotation Domine, ecce quem
amas infirmatur meaning "Lord, the one whom you love is
sick" from the telling of the parable of Lazarus in the
Gospel of John.

The neo-Gothic campus was originally designed by the
head of the Paris Foreign Missions Society, the priest
Pierre-Marie Osouf. His assistant and fellow priest
Charles-Edmond Patriat supervised the construction, and
became the founding superior of the very first sanatorium
in Hong Kong.

Effectively a monastery, it continued to care for
recuperating missionaries until the Paris Foreign Missions
Society slowly withdrew, and eventually closed the doors
on the Béthanie in 1974. In the century between 1875
and 1974, the monastery took care of some 6,000
missionaries. After its closure, the Béthanie was briefly
sold to Hongkong Land, before being taken back by the
Hong Kong Government. From 1978 to 1997, the
Béthanie was leased to the Hong Kong University Press,
continuing a tradition started by the missionaries, who ran
a successful printing press on site. In 2002, the
government decided to allocate funds for the restoration
of the site. The following year, the government approved
the Academy's application to repurpose Béthanie into
facilities for its School of Film and Television, allowing the
public to visit the heritage site.

Three-Year Restoration

The Béthanie was built in a neo-Gothic architectural style
and consisted originally of three sections: the chapel, the
sanatorium and the service wing, arranged in an H shape.
There are verandahs surrounding the building, which also
features rubble and ashlar plinth walls at the basement
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level, ornamental balustrades and arched colonnades.
The centrepiece of the structure is the chapel. Inside are
ribbed vaults in a 13" century French Gothic style and a
semicircular dome inspired by the domes of the Middle
Ages. The spaces on the sides originally held altars for the
priest to say mass.

When the Academy took over the site, it was discovered
that some of the ornaments had been removed. The
Academy together with the restoration team spent three
years conducting research; they also enquired and
searched nearby residential properties, schools, and
churches. In the end, the team succeeded in retrieving
some of the items, including stained-glass windows,
statues of the apostles, and the chapel door. Relics that
could not be found were replaced with replicas made with
modern technology by using silicone molding based on
existing relics. By the end of the restoration in 2006, the
chapel was restored to its original glory.

Modern Teaching on a Historic Campus

The restored Béthanie campus comprises the Béthanie
Theatre, the Sir YK Pao Studio, and the Béthanie Chapel.
From the first-floor balcony, visitors can see the chapel
and its Gothic flying buttresses, and beyond that, the
mountain ranges and islands of southern Hong Kong. The
Sir YK Pao Studio on the second floor features a glass
pitched roof that was added during restoration. On the
same floor are a screening room, an audio-visual room
and a production design studio. The former wine cellar
was transformed into a museum introducing the history of
the Béthanie and the Paris Foreign Missions Society in
Asia over the last three centuries.

"The Academy's heritage campus at Béthanie provides
an inspirational creative environment," Professor Geoffrey
Stitt, Acting Deputy Director (Academic) and the Dean of
Film and Television, says. "Students are reminded every
day of the history of the campus when walking to and
from classes along beautifully tiled corridors, under high
ceilings, and past regular weddings in the central chapel.
These same historical corridors also offer some of the
most-advanced screen production facilities for modern
filmmaking."
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Professor Geoffrey Stitt, Acting Deputy Director (Academic) and
the Dean of Film and Television ZIEEIRE (217) KREBEFER
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In 2008, the Academy's restoration efforts of the landmark
heritage campus received an honourable mention at the
UNESCO Asia-Pacific Cultural Heritage Awards. In 2013,
the Hong Kong Government declared the Béthanie a
monument, protected under the Antiquities and
Monuments Ordinance. The Béthanie has become a
social-media check-in hotspot. It is also available for hire for
cultural events: the film Fly Me to Polaris was shot on
location, and the chapel has been probably the most-
popular wedding venue in Hong Kong for many years.
Visits to the interior spaces are only possible by booking,
and it is necessary to purchase tickets in advance.
However, on Open Day, all citizens can visit this heritage
campus free of charge and enjoy various performances
inside the magnificent monument. &
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The Béthanie Chapel was awarded the 10-
year Grand Award in the ESD life Bridal
Award 2022. K E/NEE 4 E S ESDlife
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The Academy will present its annual Open Day on March 5 and the Béthanie Landmark
Heritage Campus will be open from 1 to 5 pm. Members of the public are invited to enjoy a

wide array of performing arts activities with free admission.
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Some venues at the Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus
are open to public or can be hired for personal events.
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For enquiries, please call the Academy's Venue Performance
Unit on 2584 8633 or email vp@hkapa.edu.
EHAHERHRZLERESMEIRE 25684 8633 » =X
EE vp@hkapa.edu °

The Béthanie Chapel
Audio-guided tour
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Visit the Béthanie Museum
2B REAEBYE

Venue Hiring of the Béthanie Chapel, Béthanie
Theatre and Sir YK Pao Studio
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Heritage Remastered

The Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus has recently been featured in the Video Series for
30" Anniversary of the Lord Wilson Heritage Trust - "Béthanie: Heritage Remastered". It tells
the story of the restoration and preservation of Béthanie.
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Academy News Readers' Survey
(E2EN) REERAE

The Academy News keeps readers abreast of the latest news and exciting activities of the Academy. The Academy
News is conducting a survey to collect readers' views and you are invited to fill out the online questionnaire. Your
comments are highly appreciated and we would like to thank you for your support of the Academy.
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The Academy will offer a souvenir to the first 30 respondents as a token of thanks.
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Online Questionnaire 48_R5%:



Sunday, March 5, 2023
Wanchai Main Campus: 10 am — 5 pm
Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus: 1 pm — 5 pm*

*Free shuttle bus services between the Wanchai Main Campus
and the Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus in Pokfulam will
be available in the afternoon on a first-come-first-served basis.
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,, HKAPA Open Day returns to campus

on March 5 after three years
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The Academy will physically present its annual Open Day
on March 5 after three years. Members of the public are
invited to enjoy special events at the Wanchai Main
Campus and the Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus in
Pokfulam.

Professor Gillian Choa, Director of the Academy remarks,
"We are delighted to follow the tradition of presenting our
annual Open Day in physical format this year and bring free
performing arts events to the public. The Academy has
continued to explore innovative ways of teaching and
learning and will be keen to showcase special programmes
integrating performing arts and technology at this year's
Open Day. We hope the public in Hong Kong and the
region will come to enjoy the exciting activities meticulously
planned by our faculty and students."

The wide array of performing arts activities includes a
performance by the Junior Symphony Orchestra, concerts
of Chinese and Western music, excerpt from musicals,
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drama, Cantonese opera, open classes in dance, and
design and technology displays, as well as film and
television graduation screenings. Guided tours will be
arranged so visitors can experience performing arts
technologies and explore the magic of backstage with
specially designed displays of sets, props, costumes and
stage effects. The open house event of the Academy
Library - the "Go Digital" Library Themed Exhibition - will be
another highlight of the day.

Meanwhile, the Alumni Association has invited renowned
alumni Mak Tin-shu, Amos Why, Kearen Pang Sau-wai,
Sunny Chan Wing-san, Ho Cheuk-tin and Louis Cheung
Kai-chung to share their insights in a sharing session titled
"Elite Alumni Sharing Session — Hong Kong Films, What's
Next?", which should not be missed.

The Academy invites everyone to spend a fun day
experiencing the power and beauty of the performing arts
in this annual community event. &
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Programme leaflet £ B 3%

Free admission, no registration required. For programme details, please visit http://www.hkapa.edu and the social
media channels of the Academy. & A% - BERE o A B ERZEEEARIL http:/www.hkapa.edu K #32
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CESARE

The School of Music and School of Theatre and Entertainment
Arts (TEA) are staging Giulio Cesare, a classical opera by
Handel, in March. Thanks to the generous support of Dr.
Helmut Sohmen and Dr. Peter Thompson, the Academy has
invited guest conductor Nicholas Kraemer and Director Harry
Fehr to participate in this production.

Based on historical events during the Roman civil war in Egypt,
the opera tells the story of how Giulio Cesare (Julius Caesar)
tries to bring peace to the turbulent relationship between the
Egyptian and Roman empires, but is prevented from doing so
by Tolomeo, king of Egypt. On the day after Giulio Cesare's
victory over his rival Pompey, Cesare receives a visit from
Cormelia, who begs him to spare her husband Pompey's life.
Cesare's hopes of embracing his enemy are dashed when
Tolomeo has Pompey's head delivered to Cesare as a gift.
Sesto, Cornelia's son, swears to avenge his dead father.
Disguised as Lydia, Tolomeo's sister Cleopatra attempts to
seduce Cesare to win his support to become queen in place
of the increasingly tyrannical Tolomeo. Her army is defeated by
Tolomeo's men, but she is rescued by Cesare and falls into his
ams. Tolomeo prepares to lead his troops but refuses Achilla
(the loyal commander of his amies) the promised reward for
defeating Cesare; Comelia is to be his own prize. With so
many people opposed to Tolomeo, a furious Achilla decides to
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switch his allegiance to Cleopatra. Meanwhile, Sesto has killed
his enemy Tolomeo and avenged his father. The battle has
een won. Sesto and Cornelia pledge their loyalty to Cesare
and Cleopatra. Cesare crowns Cleopatra as sole Queen of
Egypt. The lovers sing and all welcome the arrival of peace.

Mr. Harry Fehr, Director of Giulio Cesare, is impressed by
this famous opera, saying, "Giulio Cesare is one of the
greatest works by one of the greatest composers of the
18" Century. It beautifully balances the playful story of
Julius Caesar's love affair with Cleopatra with the darker
tale of Cornelia and Sesto's angry desire for revenge. With
sparkling, virtuosic arias, it will perfectly showcase the skills
of the Academy students."

Professor Nancy Yuen, Head of Viocal Studies of the School
of Music, is greatly looking forward to this performance,
"Power and passion will take centre stage at the Academy
in March with the long-awaited opera production of Handel's
Giulio Cesare, a multi-disciplinary presentation by the School
of Music and the School of TEA. Making their debut in Hong
Kong will be conductor Nicholas Kraemer and director Harry
Fehr. Tight drama and intense music performed by our
super talented students will be guaranteed.” &
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The Academy Awarded "The Best Performing Arts Institute of the Year"
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The Academy is delighted to have been awarded "The Best
Performing Arts Institute of the Year" from Business Innovator for
its outstanding achievements in performing arts education. We will
; ?&’é 2 o continue to strive for excellence in nurturing performing artists and
ﬁ et T mm‘:,"i"’ . enriching arts and cultural development in Hong Kong and the region.
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The Academy Receives "Bronze Award (Safety Culture AWarg)"
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The Academy is pleased to receive the "Bronze Award (Safety Culture
Award)" at the 21* Hong Kong Occupational Safety & Health (OSH)
Award Forum and Award Presentation Ceremony. This award recognises
organisations with outstanding achievements in the field of OSH that adopt
a safety culture approach with "Vision Zero" to enhance safety management,
where all employees take responsibility for safety. The Academy has
long been making every effort to promote a safety culture. As part of our
commitment to OSH, we have established the Health & Safety Management
System, whereby safety measures are implemented and guidelines are
updated in a timely manner. We aim to raise the safety and health awarene:
of staff continuously to reinforce the safety culture and improve safety
standards on the campus.
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Our hearty congratulations to School of Film and Television (FTV) alumnus Lam Sum on
winning the Best Director Award in the Hong Kong Film Critics Society Film Award 2022 for
The Narrow Road. School of Drama alumnus Louis Cheung Kai-chung received the Best
Actor Award for his mesmerising performance in the film. Many FTV alumni also participated
in the filmmaking, including Chung Chu-fung (screenwriter), Cheung Yu-hon (director of
photography), Emily Leung Man-shan (editor) and Cyrus Tang Hok-lun (sound designer).
Another award winner was FTV alumnus Mak Tin-shu who received the award for Best
Screenplay (co-writer) for Detective vs Sleuths.
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ACADEMY EVENTS IN MARCH Oz Om”
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Academy Percussion Composition Concert in
collaboration with Bun-Ching Lam, Toolbox Percussion,
and South China Normal University
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Free event REHE (#) @ @

FRI | 6:30PM | AR

Academy Percussion Concert ;
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Academy Chinese Music Concert - :
Chamber Music Concert i op
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FRI | 7:00PM | AH
Academy Woodwind & Brass Concert
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Free event REHE () @ @
MON-SAT | 7:45PM | AU
Academy Drama: Planning Our City
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$95, $80 (M), $50(B
FRI | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Piano Concert
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Free event ®EHH (

SAT | 2:45PM | AU
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Academy Drama: Planning Our City
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$95, $80 (M), $50(B
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28-29

SAT | 4:00PM | AR

Academy Junior Music Programme Composition Concert
BESVFEEFER(ERERY

Free event REHA (#) @ @

TUE-WED | 7:30PM | AD

Academy Opera: Giulio Cesare
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$150, $95, $130 (M), $85(M), $65(B) @ @)
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31 FRI | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Piano Concert
RENTELY
Free event REHE (#) @ @
31 FRI | 7:30PM | AD

Academy Opera: Giulio Cesare
TREMRE  (RFIER - HED
$150, $95, $130 (M), $85(M), $65(B) .@

- Please stay tuned for programme arrangements and latest updates on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming
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AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre @
BEERESZBEER

AH Academy Concert Hall B)
et g

AR Academy Recital Hall (M)
BBEERERE

AU Academy Studio Theatre #)
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REMARKS &3t

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule

should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest

announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please

contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 or email vp@hkapa.edu. £
i #Aa =8

EERRRE LA RESR: www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
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Full-time students, senior citizens aged 65 or above, people with disabilities

2 HHIZB4E ~ 65 B LER - BRAL

Members of SAPA and Academy Alumni Association
BBELGHENRERREEE

The Academy free events, e-tickets are released for registration one hour before
the start of the performance via the "Academy e-Ticketing System" (https://
eticket.hkapa.edu/) on a first-come, first-served basis. JBZREHH » &5 FT
ZAEHRT 1 /BT DBEEE T B RS 1 BT (https:/eticket.hkapa.edu/
tc/) » EEIEEF

Check the most up-to-date diary online
i b=
www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming
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Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of t\cket bookmg F’\ease contact our Venue Perfor mamce

To protect our environment and reduce paper use, readers are encouraged to

switch their subscription to the e-version.
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I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:
RN AEBRSBRXGESERESRNVERE - ST
+ Campus Development iR E 2R (e.g. Upgrade of learning facilities, campus expansion §] : iI2E2ZHE . REIER)
+ Students Development £ 25R2 (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries [ : 2 £ SE)EAF)
- Cultural Exchange X433 (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 30 : AETHE. Z5751E])
+ Arts and Technology E7£2R4#7 (e.g. Performing arts projects / research {) : EEMIES / THFR)

Donation Amount I8R&58

SUPPORTUS % i B &

\

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[] HK$10,000 [] HK$5,000 [THK$1,000 [] other EHAth HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS ]gmAﬁ*ﬂ

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRATHEIERE - (SR / T/ RN/ HUR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

LD (M08R ERAE) -

Address it :
Tel 55 : Email &0 :

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address §§2&i% B S8 UURZ LY BELBIH)
Signature 8532 : Date HEf :

REMARKS 5%

«  Atax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.
«  Donation of HK$10,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.

« Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong ON LINE DONAT|ON

«  Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts".
« IBTBHE1007TS U LS B IURIEIDIRAIR.

- BRUBHE10,0007T M o SEBSFE RIS ERISH RIREM.

- FEZRBEDRRNER  FOSBESSLITITE %  SERESRIHRBER.

- YRIBEFHER ESERBSR .

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
WEE > BV E (852) 2584 8729 5(E#ZE dev@hkapa.edu S2IEEREHIE .

Personal Information Collection Statement U8 A &4263

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and conﬁdenhah(y Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to
use personal data for future ct d-raising appeals, i activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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