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. MUSIC FOR THE SOUL
ALUMNI MONIQUE PONG SIN-YU AND

ANNIKE PONG CHAU-NGAN
HELP UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILDREN
THROUGH MUSICH
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Alumni Monique Pong Sin-yu (front)
and Annike Pong Chau-ngan founded
Music Children Foundation in 2013,
providing free music education to
underprivileged children.
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Art may not change the world, but it certainly can
stir one’s soul and give us hope. Alumni and sisters
Monique Pong Sin-yu and Annike Pong Chau=ngan,

founders of non-profit organisatidﬁ' Music Children

Foundation, have a deep realisation on that.
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Four years ago, School of Music alumna Monique
Pong Sin-yu heard about an impoverished child who
had received penalty mark at school because she
could not afford a music textbook. Troubled and
unable to sleep that night, she contacted Society for
Community Organization the following day to
volunteer her services. Motivated to do more, she
decided to establish the Music Children Foundation
(Foundation) with her sister, School of Drama
alumna Annike Pong Chau-ngan, to provide
underprivileged children with free music education.
The pair have been committed to inspiring and
assisting underprivileged children ever since.

The two Academy alumni have been privy to many sad
stories over the years, and have been moved to comfort,
help and truly make a difference. Among those whose lives
the Pong sisters have become involved with through the
Foundation are: struggling mother who regained hope and
joy after seeing her children proudly go on stage and
perform at concerts; underprivileged student who resolve to
attend practices and performances despite the demanding
intensity of his academic studies; and dedicated youngsters
who have been inspired to give back to society when they
grow up.

Monique Pong believes the primary mission of the
Foundation is not to lift children out of poverty or to cultivate
another famous pianist Lang Lang, but to offer hope to
every child. “Music cannot wipe out the economic gaps
between the rich and the poor,” she notes, “but it can lift
one’s soul and that is much more meaningful. It shapes
one’s character and through their involvement in musical
ensembles and choirs, different children and parents come
together and support one another.”

While she harbours lots of ideals,

Most underprivileged children live and practice in physically
cramped conditions, but it does not stop their passion for music.
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she is without illusions that all
this can come about effortlessly.
The way she sees it, classical
music takes persistence, and life
is the same. “Every bar [of music]
takes lots of time and effort to
perfect. And by perfecting every
bar, you perfect a whole musical
piece. That is what | tell the
parents and the children — all
difficulties in life are to be tackled
gradually.”
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At the same time the Foundation has established a close
relationship with HKAPA, with various Academy students and
alumni having volunteered to teach instruments and take part
in the organisation’s events. As an example: The Music-
Children Musical that was the Foundation’s highlight show last
year featured benefit performances from Academy alumni
Chan Kwok-pong, Tyson Chak and Mimi Lo.

Annike Pong shares that none of the Academy students or
alumni who have become involved with the Foundation has
ever asked for monetary compensation; this is because
everyone involved considered the experiences with the
Foundation to be very much worthwhile. “I am grateful that we
have gained a great reputation among our peers. Many of the
instructors are deeply touched by the children’s enthusiasm in
music, and that has re-awakened their memories of their own
childhood music passion. And professional musicians are
amazed by the freedom and intimacy they’ve experienced by

taking part in our Sham Shui Po street performance.”

The Foundation now offers lessons for various classical music
instruments, music appreciation, ensemble group and
community choir. It also puts on the Music For Everyone
Concert, a show for underprivileged children and kids with
physical disabilities.

Some four years on since the establishment of the Foundation,
Annike Pong still regards its first annual performance as the
most unforgettable one. "It was the first time those children
performed at a proper concert hall. They usually practised in a
tiny and crowded space, so they were all surprised by the
clear, advanced acoustics in the concert hall. | had to relax
their muscles before they started to play!”

Looking ahead, the Foundation has received funding from
the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust and will expand
their services from Sham Shui Po to the Yau Tsim Mong
District. “We received help from others growing up as kids and
we are both mums now. We really hope to keep contributing
back to the society through music”, Annike Pong declared. 4
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Many
Academy
students
and alumni
volunteered as
tutors for the
Foundation.
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School of Music string students performed with the Orchestra of the Future under the baton of Maestro Gustavo Dudamel.
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(From left) Eric Cheng Lap-hang, Thomas Hung Ka-yeung and
Helen Yu Ching-shan together with Professor Sharon Choa as
the only representative of Asia to attend the celebrations with

3 ] . 3 Maestro Gustavo Dudamel.
Over a hundred children took part in The Music Children Musical last year. (£#B) &3
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Students of Macao Leung Shiu-ki,

ﬁi il Poiryly Conservatory were representative of
e invited to perform scholarship recipients,
S kS R y with the Academy \ / thanked the donors
.gmmﬂl“to iTRp ,;*:::EA JaxcER-LECOULTRS, Jarcer-teCourtry, 2 > students to kick off VY for their generosity in
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5 Gala Executive Chairlady Winnie Students from the Academy’s
& . T Chiu and Academy Council Chairman Schools of Dance and Drama
L Professor Stephen Chow. performed at the Ball.
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(From left) Academy Director Professor Adrian Walter, Regional Marketing & Communication Director of Jaeger-LeCoultre Benjamin Aubanton, SAPA Joint

President Alison Lusher, The Academy Ball 2017 Organising Committee Co-Chairlady Charmaine Ho, Managing Director North Asia of Jaeger-LeCoultre
Gregoire Andrieu, Guest of Honor, Financial Secretary of the HKSAR Government The Honorable Paul Chan, Academy Council Chairman Professor Stephen
Chow, SAPA Joint President Dr Sophia Kao-Lo, The Academy Ball 2017 Organising Committee Co-Chairlady Sabrina Ho, Co-Vice Chairpersons Harris Chan
and Jonathan Cheung, and Junior Sub-committee Chairperson Mario Ho.
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C and Junior Sub-committee Chairperson Mario Ho added colours
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The Academy’s annual focal event, the Academy Ball, was held Students of Macao Conservatory were invited to perform with EBEREEERETN2017TE1298 R EEER T EIRET  EERE
on 9 December 2017 at the Lyric Theatre with the aim of raising the Academy students for the first time to kick off the evening. SEIE LM (KiEt) 2B SEAREERERgES iﬁguéﬁ@{gﬁ
scholarship funds for the Academy. Organised by The Society Apart from the opening musical performance, guests were HE4 o BINET [#LIKEINAMOVIE | UURKMESRELATEE » HME
of the Academy for Performing Arts (SAPA), the Ball, entitled treated to a number of stellar performances by celebrities EBERTHRERSV KA EREER - ﬁai&géfﬁﬂyﬁgﬁﬁu&@
“#LIKEINAMOVIE”, was attended by Financial Secretary of the which brought a dazzling gala evening to everyone. 400 REHE - SBREE1,0008T 0 RAEFZTE - BEERMRELR
HKSAR Govern.ment.The Henorable Paul Chan Mo-po, Academy Director Professor Adrian Walter was grateful for the ‘DR Jaeger-LeCoultre M= F B E MBI LRES
Academy Gouncil Challrman Professor S.tephen .Cho‘.N ChL.m_ dedication of Gala Executive Chairlady Winnie Chiu, Gala AREHEETHE  BESHMBERZEEN SR ZEERHEEE - BN
kay ar.1d over 400 eminent qulests.,. It raised a historical high Co-Chairladies Charmaine Ho and Sabrina Ho and all Gala BEERREREEERBLEAREERTSFEEL  RERZBHAFS -
donations of over HK$19 million in total. Both the Acader.ny Committee members in organising this spectacular event, and BETRARERBEEBREL  SEEEETD -
and SAPA thanked the title sponsor Jaeger-LeCoultre for its _ o _ ) ) o = - o
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Kao Lo and Alison Lusher, and all SAPA Executive Committee BAFEELZt s IRRLZITNEEEZTERHEENRENRBENEET  ERL The cocktail reception area was decorated to resemble
To tie .in with the theme “#LIKEINAMOVIE”, th.e cocktail members fgr their continuous and generous support to the A MEIEES S BT EEEE Lt UK R R EEs :%g;s&e{:ﬁgﬁ?;?s%;;gef |n_:;;n§g’1’).wu§%§
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“POETRY IS THE ONLY SURVIVOR OF TIME, DO YOU AGREE?"

ACADEMY OPERA:
LES CONTES D' HOFFMANN
e T TP R T E )

Tickets are available one month prior to the show
MRENELAT—EARE
www.hkapa.edu
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Jacques Offenbach did not live to see the premiere of his
own opera. Life is full of regrets, but these regrets power
the creative drive of artists, including myself.

When adapting any classic work on stage, we add layers
of meaning by examining the past, the present and the
future. Like Hoffmann, the protagonist in Offenbach’s opera
who relates three stories of unfulfiled love to his friends, all
of which involve the pursuit of a prima donna he fancied,
Hoffmann ended up being devoted to the poetic Muse
who had denied him romantic fulfiment with the woman of
his dreams. Poetry is the outcome of the ripples of the
human soul. It is the most mysterious thing in the world.
Did human beings create it or has it always been
there? Southern Song dynasty poet Lu You proclaimed
that: “Compositions are formed by Heaven. The marvellous
hand by chance attains them.” Perhaps there is no definite
answer to the question, but any artistic creation eventually
seeks a poetic quality.

However, technology — a creation by human — constantly
challenges its creator. Artificial intelligence is destined to
change our way of thinking. | will leave the question of
“What will become of humans when love can grow out of
Al?” to our next generation.

The last time | directed for the Academy was eight years
ago. The memory of that experience still excites me. | wish
the students will learn much from our work together.

Tang Shu-wing
Director
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Fire is impartial, like justice itself.  w ﬁ

Let the coming of fire be the
judge of everything.

German playwright Marius von "Mayenburg’ award-
winning Fireface exposes the fear and anxiety latent within
modern society. The story centres on a typical middle-class
family whose family members are constantly skirting with
disaster. The husband is so obsessed with the news of the
murder of a prostitute that he neglects his wife, who then goes

and projects all her frustrated desires onto their young son. The

attractive elder daughter is hopelessly romantic but also into
manipulating men, including her own father and younger brother
as well as her boyfriend. Perennially neglected by everyone, the
sensitive young son is filled with hate and negativity against the
world. In his bid to seek meaning in his life, he plays with fire. A
tragic end is waiting to explode as the story goes. Fung Ka-fai
(major in directing of the School of Drama), director of the
production, hopes to shed a light on the dark side of the modern
family and have the audience examine their own place in the
world, and their relationship with others. g
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by Marius von Mayenburg
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Tickets are available one month
prior to the show
MRENELAT—EARE
www.hkapa.edu
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“2017 HKAPA Alumni Association Homecoming Garden
BBQ Party” organised by HKAPA Alumni Association was
successfully held in December 2017. Over 200 alumni
and their families and friends joined the first BBQ party at
the Academy’s Podium Garden to celebrate Christmas.
The party was filled with exciting programmes, including
drinking competition and a lucky draw with over 100
prizes drawn by Council Chairman Professor Stephen
Chow Chun-kay and alumni. It was an enjoyable and

memorable evening for all participants. A
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Drama in Cantonese
This production is suitable for audience aged 12 or above

Ticketing details 2315 : P.12

www.hkapa.edu
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Members of the Academy visited the Duchess of Kent
Children’s Hospital last Christmas and put on
instrumental and singing performances for the
children warded there, their family members and the
hospital staff. Academy Director, Professor Adrian
Walter, performed a guitar solo and considered it an
honour to have been a part of this meaningful event
along with other faculty members and Academy
students. He hopes the Academy will continue to
bring joy to people from all walks of life through
performing arts. The festive visit also featured the
performance of Christmas carols by Lecturer (Voice
Studies) Li Wing-hong, Ellie Law Ching-sum and Sunday Yuen Hon-cheung
(Year 2 and 3, School of Drama), and a violin recital by Junior Music
Programme student Hannah Tam Wan-ching. During the visit, the Academy
group also spent time in the wards together with the hospital staff. g
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DRAMA
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KidsFest! 2018
I Believe in
Unicorns

Presented by ABA
Productions Limited

Academy Piano
Concert
REHEERY

CATS

Presented by
Lunchbox Theatrical
Productions Limited

KidsFest! 2018
Dinosaur Zoo

Presented by ABA
Productions Limited

Academy
Woodwind
Concert
BEAERLTEY

MUSIC
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MUSICAL OTHER
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Hong Kong Arts
Festival PLUS @)
Programme:
Rachmaninov:
Music and Art
Speaker:

Anastassia Katafygiotis
Piano:

Charles Tam Chun-him
EFAEMEE e B
SRR RE
wE

Anastassia Katafygiotis
A% - EAER

In collaboration with Hong
Kong Arts Festival PLUS
BIEKE -
FRERDNESE

KidsFest! 2018
Dinosaur Zoo

CATS

Academy

Junior Music @
Programme

Concert
RESOEERERE
e

KidsFest! 2018
I Believe in
Unicorns

KidsFest! 2018
I Believe in
Unicorns

CATS

KidsFest! 2018
Dinosaur Zoo

Academy Drama:
Le Malentendu
REER : (RE)

Academy String
Concert
REZRTREY

CATS

Academy Brass
Concert
RERESETEE

KidsFest! 2018
What The
Ladybird Heard

Presented by ABA
Productions Limited

©
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Academy Piano
Concert @
HEREEEY

KidsFest! 2018
What The
Ladybird Heard

KidsFest! 2018
What The
Ladybird Heard

CATS

Academy Drama:
Le Malentendu
HEH : (RE)

KidsFest! 2018
2018 Lost and Found

Presented by ABA
Productions Limited

KidsFest! 2018
Lost and Found

CATS
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11 Sun | 3pm & 5pm | AD 24'25 Sat-Sun|2:30pm | AL 24 Sat | 7pm | AD 25 Sun | 2:30pm | AD
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$435, $385, $335, $195

$420, $340, $260, $180,
23-24 Fri-sat| 7:30pm| AL $210(S), $170(S), $130(S),

O $90(S)

$480, $340, $200, $240(S),
$170(S), $100(S)

$480, $340, $200, $240(S),
$170(S), $100(S)

$420, $340, $260, $180,
$210(S), $170(S), $130(S),
$90(S)

Academy a Theatre
TEE LT B BT
Academy Concert Hall
BERE T RE

AL Academy Lyric Theatre

REMARKS fiist
The programme information is correct at the time
of going to press but the organiser reserves the
right to change programme information or schedule
should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please
refer to the latest announcements on the Academy

HESRRNEER

Academy Recital Hall

BEEERE

Academy Studio Theatre

Hong Kong Jockey Club Amphitheatre
EEESEEEER

website as final. For further details, please contact
the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514.
EARTINSER  MBEFRER  THERBERENR
HEHERRERR  —IUNREERAEZEHND
iR - BRAFBE I AUHE 2584 8514 MEEZ
EEE

Website #3ilt :
www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
BEREEBREHE

®

. Facilities for people with disabilities are available
(S) Full time students : !
2> EEIEE at the Academy by prior arrangement at the time
of ticket booking. Please contact our Customer
Services Department on 2584 8633 for further
details.
BEERERERERRATERARE  FEIRF
R MEEBELTEERDZH - FI5HEHE 2584
8633 HHIMBEM ©

(M) Member of SAPA and Academy Alumni Association
REREHREERREEE

(#) The Academy free event; tickets are released half an hour
before the start of the performance at the Academy Box
Office on a first-come, first-served basis
EEBRABEHE 0 ASHFANEHAIY NREEESR
RERE £EES
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31 288 288 www.hkticketing.com

BOX OFFICES

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts — Wanchai

The Academy's Béthanie Landmark Heritage Campus — Pokfulam

Asia World Expo - Lantau Island

K11 Select - Tsimshatsui

D - Park — Tsuen Wan

Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre — Wanchai

Hong Kong International Trade & Exhibition Centre — Kowloon Bay

Tom Lee Music Limited — Western District, Aberdeen, Causeway Bay,
Wanchai, Tsimshatsui, Kowloon Bay, Shatin, Tsuen Wan, Tseung Kwan O,
Tsing Yi, Yuen Long, Tai Po, Tuen Mun, Olympian City, Hung Hom

CUSTOMER SERVICE FEE

Ticket purchased over the counter: HK$8/ ticket

Online Booking (www.hkticketing.com) and ticket purchase hotline
(381 288 288): HK$15/ticket. There are additional charges for mail and
courier delivery where applicable. Enquiries: 2584 8514

REFUND AND EXCHANGES

We regret that the Box Office is unable to refund money or exchange
tickets. Please examine tickets carefully as it may not be possible to
rectify mistakes at a later date.

GROUP BOOKING DISCOUNT

A 10% discount is offered to group bookings of 10 or more tickets for
the same Academy programme in one transaction, only available at
the Academy Box Office. Group Booking Discount cannot be used in
conjunction with other Academy ticket discounts. The Academy reserves
the right to amend these terms without prior notice.

BOX OFFICE ENQUIRIES

For enquiries about the performances at the Academy (other than
reservations), call the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 during opening
hours. The Box Office counter is open Monday — Saturday from 12 noon
to 6pm and additionally on performance days remains open until half an
hour after the last performance start time.

PARKING

Limited hourly charged car parking available on site, Octopus card
required for access and payment.

BETHANIE MUSEUM
The Museum and guided tours of the building are open to the public.
Advance bookings are available at Hong Kong Ticketing outlets.
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The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts welcomes your support to our students who are future artists for Hong Kong and the region. Most
of the funds received will be used as scholarships, to enable highly talented and deserving students to pursue their studies in the performing arts.
The funds will also support capital projects, overseas study tours and other student related activities. Please act now!
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Donation Form 531K

| would like to make a donation to support The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.

KRB FEBERE
Donation Amount 85I %A :

Donor Particulars iR AZS R

Name of Individual or Organisation: (Mr/Ms/Mrs/Dr/ Prof)
BIMASIESE (FBE/ZLIRA/BL/HR)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BB S (0B E5RAR) -

Address 13- :

Tel /55 : Email /E] :
Signature £58%3 : Date HHR :
Remarks fiisT

* A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

*  Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while donation of
HK$10,000 or above will also be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.

*  Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office,
The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, | Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

*  Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.
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For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852)2584 8863 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
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Personal Information Collection Statement USEE{BI AEE X8R

Online Donation #3_E1838
Donation by credit card is available online at:

BT BEREEIL TEUE T LB
www.hkapa.edu/giving
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The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies
with the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy
intends to use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, promotional activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes.
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