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Astellar concert requires the coming together
of performance, stage design, sound,
image, lighting and costume. Of these elements,
lightinhg is arguably the one most cdpable of
rendering a moment suddenly magical. Tomtom,
a graduate of the Department of Media Design
and Technology in the Academy's School of
Theatre and Entertainment Arts, is passionate
about media art. Her unusual lighting design for
a per se concert, "Interstage 2020: per se - in
an instant, autumn came" caught the attention
of per se member Stephen Mok.

"The background lighting for one of the songs came
from a linear fixture," Stephen says. "We were ‘very
impressed." Last year, per se recruited Tomtom for
another concert, in an act that reaffirmed the trust
and understanding between the two parties.
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Interstage 2020: per se - in an instant, autumn came
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The School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts (TEA) partners
with local musicians to produce an annual highlight event,
Interstage, with the aim of allowing students to immerse
themselves in a professional setting. Stephen Mok performed
as the vocalist and guitarist of per se at Interstage 2020. He
is also a TEA graduate, specialising in audio recording.

Stephen returned to campus seven years after graduation to
help put the concert together. He lauds the professionalism
of current students.

"We spent a lot of time communicating and experimenting,”
he notes. "During the six months from planning to
performance, we were at the mercy of Covid, and all its trials
and tribulations. We couldn't be sure whether the show
could take place until the very end. Luckily, our passion was
not dampened by time. The production team never ceased
to come up with new ideas. Collaborating with a team of
such energy and dynamism was unforgettable.”

The Academy students are often seen as the "academics" of
the performing arts field. Stephen, who is well-known locally,
believes the main difference between academics and non-
academics is the way of thinking. "Skills can be learnt
through different channels, but mindsets are not formed
simply by throwing yourself into the industry or the job,"
Stephen notes. "In fact, working non-stop could deprive you
of time and energy to experiment, leaving you with no choice
other than to accept the status quo. The Academy, on the
other hand, not only teaches professional know-how and
knowledge; it also offers space and encouragement for
exploration, and the chance to do the same thing using
different approaches. Such opportunities are golden."

(From left Z2#E) Sandy@per se , Tomtom, Stephen@per se
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per se's KINGDOM FAR AWAY unwritten characters (2021).

Growing Through Pressure

More than six months after the concert, Tomtom received an
invitation from Interstage producer Hong Ka-chun to be the
lighting designer for per se's 2021 concert KINGDOM FAR
AWAY unwritten characters.

"l was shocked as | thought | wasn't up to par!" Tomtom
reflects. The three shows took place in Mong Kok's
MacPherson Stadium. The stage was larger than the one at
the Academy theatre, and her co-workers were no longer
classmates, but well-known professionals in the industry. Al
this put tremendous pressure on Tomtom.

"We had two weeks to prepare for Interstage, but only four
days for KNGDOM FAR AWAY, three of which already had a
performance taking place," Tomtom explains. "l was really
nervous." Fortunately for Tomtom, the steadfast support and
encouragement of Hong Ka-chun and art director Orange
Chan helped her to overcome her fears, and let her creativity
manifest itself.

The idea behind KINGDOM FAR AWAY unwritten characters
is to create a fictional utopia infused with elements of
medieval fairy tales that will take the audience on a fantastical
journey. Adept at using linear lights, Tomtom came up with
an edgy concept, as is her style, one that illuminates with
rows of overhead fixtures to create a fairy tale vibe in digital
fashion.

Stephen believes the main challenge is that many songs
have to be accompanied by background images. The
question he posed to Tomtom was "How would this affect
the lighting design?" Despite the lack of time, the
collaboration was a success. It helped that Tomtom was
familiar with per se's songs, and her designs won the
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approval of the art director. "l was happiest with the Pippi
Longstocking part. | was completely immersed in the song,
like I had touched its soul."

Sunset Memories

Tomtom had her own band way back in secondary school.
At 15, she attended Sunset Concert 2012 at the Academy.
"It was as if | had an epiphany," she recalls. "l felt | had to
study at the Academy. | had to be involved in producing
Sunset Concerts."

While she was quite determined to develop her own band
initially, she changed her mind after entering the Academy,
where she met media art-loving peers. Together with a
few classmates, Tomtom formed a group called NATP,
and vowed to perform every year on campus. They
created the sound, lighting and multimedia installation
"420 Bad Trip," but their subsequent 2020 trip couldn't
happen because of Covid.

"In the few years at the Academy, | kept building my own
database," she says. "l strived to find myself through my
own creative work, discover my personal artistic language,
and at the same time, let others know about my style."

The Sunset Concert provides what's often a collective
memory for many TEA alumni. Stephen himself was involved
in audio recording for the 2013 edition of the concert while a
student. During the process, he got to know a guest lecturer
from Australia. "It was this teacher who landed me my first
job after graduation," he says. "The concert opened a door
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Now in its tenth year, per se branched out to form an independent music label as its own company this year. New endeavours are to be
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for me, gave me the chance to build my network, and form
my own team. And, in hindsight, it all began when | was still
a student at the Academy.”

Now in its tenth year, per se branched out to form an
independent music label as its own company this year. New
endeavours are to be expected — plenty — as are uncertainties.
"It feels like we are starting all over again and exploring afresh,"
Stephen observes quietly, not without some of the anticipation
he remembers from his early performing days. "We haven't felt
like this in ages."

Tomtom graduated in August last year, and had been a
professional, full-time participant in the industry for only three
months when the fifth wave of Covid struck. Although all
work was put on hold, her enthusiasm did not wane.

Produced by the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts, Sunset
Concert has been a prominent stage for emerging artists and local
musical talents, integrates lighting, sound, visual and technical
. design. Photo of Sunset Concert 2021. H&A S EHEA REFE
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to all the equipment | need," she laments. "l try as much as  [ESSESUENEEES o RNERSEpal:0i=t INIE S )b
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possible to create using the computer because it forces me B EsRE 2021

to think."

She advises the current graduating class not to fear failure.
"We grow when we confront and accept setbacks," she

says. "Do not let one disappointment ruin the rest of our FEEKEE BHEESHEHCRERE . | e
h K" . w . .
ard wor EOEREEAEREIHAN " AEAYTNETR

They are wise words. It is only by sustaining a positive
mindset and equipping ourselves in difficult times that we
can rise to new opportunities.
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The TEA School's two new specialisations, Media Scenography and Audio Arts, will launch in September 2022.

By means of rigorous holistic training in lighting, sound, video and digital technologies, Media Scenography.
nurtures innovation and creativity in students who are interested in creating multimedia content.

Audio Arts provides integrated training in the composition, production and performance of contemporary digital
music, and strives to formulate new directions in the local music scene.
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HKSAR 25" Anniversary Celebration Concert Came to a Successful Close
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Academy Symphony Orchestra performing award-winning piece Dai Pai Dong. EE X 44 EER1SIE(Fm (KHHE) -

The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts proudly celebrated the 25" anniversary of the establishment of the HKSAR
at the celebration concert with generous support from the Swire Group. The Academy, in partnership with the Swire Group,
also announced the founding of the Greater Bay Area Youth Orchestra — a pioneering youth initiative fostering cultural
exchange across the region.

"As an internationally recognised conservatoire, the Academy is committed to promoting Hong Kong as a global centre
of excellence for the arts and cultural exchange," said Academy Director, Professor Gillian Choa. "It therefore gives me
great pleasure, in partnership with Swire Group, to announce the formation of the Greater Bay Area Youth Orchestra —
a unique opportunity to nurture talented young musicians from cities around the GBA, enabling them to develop to their
fullest potential. | would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to the HKSAR Government for its
commitment to the arts and unfaltering support for the Academy over the years. My thanks also go to the Swire Group
for their sponsorship of this very special concert, combining the talents of various music institutes around the GBA in
celebration of the 25" anniversary of the establishment of the HKSAR."

"The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Presents: HKSAR 25" Anniversary Celebration Concert" programme
included three contrasting works performed by the Academy Symphony Orchestra: Dai Pai Dong, an award-winning work
inspired by the unique Hong Kong culinary culture; guzheng concerto Rushi; and Beethoven's Choral Fantasy in C minor,
Op.80, with the Academy Choair. Xinghai Conservatory of Music, the Macao Youth Symphony Orchestra Association and
the Shenzhen Arts School also provided special video performances for the programme.

To celebrate the HKSAR's 25" anniversary, some tickets for the concert were distributed free to members of the public
and the concert was also livestreamed on the Academy website and on RTHK TV 32 so audiences in Hong Kong and the
Chinese Mainland could enjoy the performances of talented musicians from the region. A video of the occasion will later be
made available online; please stay tuned to the Academy website and social media channels for updates. A
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(From left) Dr. Joshua Abrams, Academy Deputy Director (Academics); Mr. James Tong, Director Public Affairs, John Swire & Sons (H.K.)
Limited; Mr. Kenneth Fok Kai-kong JP, Legislative Council Member; Ms. Michelle Li Mei-sheung JP, Permanent Secretary for Education;
Dr. Choi Yuk-lin JP, Secretary for Education; Professor Gillian Choa, Academy Director; Mr. Douglas So Cheung-tak BBS, JP, Deputy
Council Chairman of the Academy; Mrs. Vicki Kwok Wong Wing-ki JP, Deputy Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism; Mr. Arnold
Cheng, Director-Hong Kong & Pearl River Delta, John Swire & Sons (China) Limited; Mr. Chapman Ngan, Academy Deputy Director
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reater Bay Area Youth Orchestra (GBAYO)
BESFEZEE

Established and directed by the Academy, with the support of the Swire Group as Founding Patron, Greater Bay Area Youth
Orchestra aspires to be one of the finest youth orchestras in Asia, with the emphasis on raising the standard of orchestral
playing in the Greater Bay Area (GBA) to a high level so as to benchmark favourably against established global best practice.

Bringing together young talented musicians from across the GBA, GBAYO aims to promote the GBA as an international
cultural region by organising regular workshops, rehearsals, tours and performances for 80-100 young musicians aged
16-24 from Hong Kong, Guangzhou and Macau. With its long-established orchestral-training programme for young
musicians, the Academy's mission is to share its high-level skills to improve the overall standard of orchestral playing
in the Mainland, Macau and Hong Kong. Providing world-class music education and cultural exchange opportunities
for students and recent graduates in the GBA, the GBAYO will be strongly positioned to take a lead role in orchestral
training within the region.

"Swire is delighted to be Founding Patron of the Greater Bay Area Youth Orchestra," said Guy Bradley, Chairman of John
Swire & Sons (H.K.) Limited. "We are very excited by the potential offered by this new initiative to promote Hong Kong as
Asia's city of culture and creativity and we hope that through music, we can encourage the development of closer connections
between young people from all parts of the Greater Bay Area."
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ACADEMY CELLO FESTIVAL 2022
July 30 - August 6

®
Academy Concert Hall / Academy Recital Hall . .
1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, HK

Festival Opening Concert*

—

Thomas Hung
Sat July 30, 7pm

Junior Programme Showcase*

Sun July 31, 3:30pm
Graduating Student Recitals 6
Hilson Yip & Julia Ng ®
Mon August 1, 7pm [
Admission by invitation

Alumni Night - Video Concert I
Tue August 2, 7pm

Free admission

Ensemble Delight Conce
Wed August 3, 7pm

Graduating StudeLt Recitals
Cynthia Ke & Jennifer Hui
Thu August 4,

Admission by invitation

Alumni Night - Video Congert II
Fri August S, 7pm

Free admission

Gala Closing Concert*
Sat August 6, 7pm

Ticket Price* . Tickets are now available from HK Ticketing

$105 HK TICKETING

TR OE OE
($50 for Full-Time Student/ Senior Citizen aged 65 or above/ Disabled)

Ticket Purchase Hotline: 31 288 288

Internet Booking: www.hkticketing.com

HK Ticketing applies a customer service fee to all tickets purchased via its network.

Ticketing Enquiries: cellofest@hkapa.edu

This fee is additional to face value of the ticket and is payable upon purchase of tickets.
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School of Dance Summer Performances 2022 EiE& e 3=EH
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The School of Dance Summer Performances featured three
extraordinary pieces at the Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama
Theatre on July 8 and 9. With stage effects and music
arranged by students from the School of Theatre and
Entertainment Arts and the School of Music respectively, the
performances were well-received by the audience. £
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20 SAT | 2:15PM | AD 20 SAT | 7:30PM | AD
Protect our Environment and Subscribe to Academy eNews e el
Free admission by registration & livestreaming Free admission by registration & livestreaming

EAITEEFRE 25 E‘% RETEASRELEE 0@ REERASRELEE 0@

Programme arrangements are subject to the Government's latest social distancing measures. Please stay tuned for the latest updates
- on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

BB ZHHiE A AT R QA0 3TIER S M HRZE - SFEEERNA LWRIES: www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

To protect our environment and reduce paper use, EEMIK - BHIBEEIREE « AEZEERARLOBRAMER
readers are encouraged to switch their subscription — #K3F @ 2R EEE A EE TR -

to the e-version.

While there may be disruption in the mailing of (EZEAY A TIEIRIRMENES & B EmAaFTiE VENUE 184 KEY s
. ] , == £:3 58 (/R EXAEES
the printed newsletter dus to the pandemic, the‘ L* & T RAE B 1SRRI - RERMEE AD Academy Rita Tong Liu Drama Theatre The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts event
Academy will continue to distribute eNews on the 1% S HENREEEH) o BEERESEEELIR R e
of every month, keeping readers abreast of the latest AH Academy Concert Hall (B) Full-time students, senior citizens over 65 or people with disabilities
N =z \ ===}
news and exciting activities of the Academy. REERE ZHHIBE 65 L EBRIELRAL
AR Academy Recital Hall (M) Members of SAPA and Academy Alumni Association
BEERRE BRI REERR eS8
AU Academy Studio Theatre (#) The Academy free event; tickets are released half an hour before the start of
EEEREIS the performance at the Academy Box Office on a first-come, first-served basis
BERENH > ABFANBHAIYN\REEEZREERN > £FLR
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ACADEMY EVENTS IN AUGUST
AREZEERREGER

1 MON | 6:30PM | AR
Academy Chinese Orchestration Concert
BEPYRRTHE
Free event REHE (#) @ @

2 TUE | 7:00PM | AR

Academy Cello Festival Alumni Night - Video Concert |
'ﬁg%l‘%kﬁﬁﬁiﬁi%iz& BEEXE (—)
Free event REHE (#) @ @
2-5 TUE-FRI | 7:45PM | AU
The Unthinkable Drama Festival 2022
2022 BRFUSFIE
$95, $80(M), $50(B)
3 WED | 7:00PM | AH
Academy Cello Festival Ensemble Delight Concert
BEBRAREN - SRS
$105, $50(B) @ @
5 FRI | 7:00PM | AR
Academy Cello Festival Alumni Night - Video Concert II
;’iﬁﬂalﬁkﬁgﬁﬁ§¥$2ﬁ BE%E (=)
Free event REHR (#) @ @
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SAT | 2:45PM | AU

The Unthinkable Drama Festival 2022
2022 EREERIER

$95, $80(M), $50(B) ® @&

SAT | 7:00PM | AH

Academy Cello Festival Gala Closing Concert
BESRAIREH - RSNy

$105, $50(B) @ ®

MON-SAT | 7:45PM | AU

The Unthinkable Drama Festival 2022
2022 AR SIS

$95, $80(M), $50(B)

SAT | 2:45PM | AU

The Unthinkable Drama Festival 2022
2022 ERFERIER

$95, $80(M), $50(B) ® @

NOTICE 8% REMARKS f53%

All people entering the Academy premises are required The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

' i organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule
to follow the Academy € prevallmg access control should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest
measures. For details and the latest updates on announcements on the Academy website as final. For further details, please
arrangements of event and access control measures, contact the Academy Box Office on 2584 8514 or email vp«vhkapa.edu £
please visit: www.hkapa.edu R - B ]

ATt BB [r A T /EBH S IRIRT A0 A Bl @“*apa-edu i

e > FEERERH B REEREAES SR FEE EE
www.hkapa.edu/tch/
IOF 31 www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of ticket booking. Please contact our Venue Performance
BER] =

vp@hkapa.edu £d

Due to the pandemic, there may be disruption in the mailing of
the printed newsletter. Readers are encouraged to switch their eNews SR,
subscription to the e-version

EREET - BTDRENEER SRR - SREHEENATHET www.hkapa.edu/subscription
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Performing Arts 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, HK &#&ET & LTE—5%
on . v August 2022
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139 Pokfulam Road, HK - #5858 1393 2l e PV St 7 e o
Tel EE : 2584 8500 | Fax {1 : 2802 4372 ClmimuAEEiens il _
Email 2 : communications@hkapa.edu The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts
woww.hkapa.edu EBRBEENE
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CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
mENHLREEMR | & M b - B OB IR

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts, including the following areas:

AN AEEBREERXFERELERNERE  BREUTHE

e Students Development B34 3 & (e.g. Scholarships and bursaries 41 : 222 $ BB &)

¢ Internationalisation BIFR{LIE B (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 21 : AEIHE + 7R ETE])

* Arts and Technology Z1iTE2Rl#% (e.g. Performing arts projects / research 4 : FEZMIBE / i3%)

¢ Campus Development KR E 2 & (e.g.Enhancement of learning facilities, new student hostel 71 : Bt BEHRE « HBEFE D)

Donation Amount B &

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ ]HK$50,000 [ ]HK$20,000

[] HK$10,000 [] HK$5,000 [THK$1,000 [] Other Eftt HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS 8% A & ¥

Name of Individual or Organisation : (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASKESR (RE 1t/ RA BT /)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):
Bk AR S (B E T RE) -

Address i3t :

Tel £ : Email £% :

(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address #43%3% B F 185U IE = L BEDibit)
Signature 354 : Date HHf :

REMARKS &7t

® A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

® Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while
donation of HK$10,000 or above will also be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.

® Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

® Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.

o IBRUBHE1007T S A LIS B MIBEMBI AR

o BFAEHES5,000TRU L ,,\aﬁﬁmﬂjwﬁﬁwﬂ%mmlﬁ?ﬁ ; BB H10,000 TR L
EEER SR FRIFEH

s FEIRKRERBGIR FREBEFELITE - FEELERARENR -

o XERFEFEE [FENERR] -

For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
mEERH - BN E (852) 2584 8729 HEEH ZE dev@hkapa.edu EBHARBEHLE o

Personal Information Collection Statement Y SE18 A & %158 57

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with
the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to

use personal data for future correspondences, fund-raising appeals, p! i activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please
send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
FRRBERARET (BADH G5 B - I REEATER o Al RESRERKRETEY RRRERE o R GHkis (EARH (FLR) HH) - EARKBAREIINEARUEB&BE  $]  SHIDHAUEERASHEAE

WERBRBRREFILERENEARLRME LIRS - TEHZEdev@hkapa.edu °



