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rama student Stitch Lam Wing-yan and

music student Emma Ng Chun-sze both
ventured abroad and their experiences in other
cultures reaffirmed the approach they've taken
to education, and self-exploration. Covid struck
and disrupted their endeavours, but they remain
determined to push the boundaries of what they
thought of as the limits to their art. Though the
journey has not been all smooth-sailing, a
fervent passion has pushed these young women
past challenge after challenge, as they forge
ahead towards their goals.
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Stitch Lam Wing-yan was introduced to the theatre in
Primary 3 by her drama teacher, the Academy alumna
Flora So Ching-fung. "We called her Big Sis Flora," Stitch
recalls. "It was then that | began participating in the Hong
Kong School Drama Festival. Later in secondary school,
drama was a compulsory subject. Naturally throughout my
primary and secondary years, | was an active member of
the drama club, which helped to sustain my interest.”

Stitch flitted among multiple hobbies, and was curious just
about every academic subject. But acting was the only
thing that managed to sustain her interest all those years.
After graduation, Stitch enrolled in the double-degree
programme in Literary Studies and Law at The University of
Hong Kong. In her senior year, she went on exchange to
Adelaide, and during her time there chose drama for almost
all her electives. She attended drama theory class with
students from different departments, exploring subjects
from ancient Greece to modern drama; she also took part
in drama workshops.

"The teachers would explain the use of space in drama,
and ask us to interpret short plays in groups," she notes.
"We would then roam around the campus to find random
places in which to rehearse. This half-year in Adelaide
brought me immense joy."

An Eye-Opening Journey

Inspired by her sojourn in Australia, Stitch came back to
Hong Kong with a newfound understanding of her love for
theatre and drama. She opted not to sit the bar exam. She
applied to the Academy instead.

"I was focused on committing myself to the creative
industry," she says. "I wanted to create and perform with
my whole being, including my voice, and not only my body.

Stitch participated in the Academy Musical of You're A Goodman
Charlie Brown in Year 1. Mak R —FARFF2MBIRRUE (RIFRE
Charlie Brown) SZ£4EIEH o
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Stitch with classmates and teachers during her last drama theory
class at Flinders University in Adelaide, Australia. ¥k BB
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Stitch did a research on actor training at the Academy in the first
semester of her second year and interviewed Chan Suk-yi, who
enthusiastically and patiently discussed with her. #zk B — 4k
BT — BRI RS TE S RAVEZE 5 ERRRRE MO
AR > ZITEIRIBZRIEE o

| decided to further my knowledge in the performing arts
and become a theatre maker."

The Academy's four-year Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours)
in Drama degree offers majors in Acting for Drama,
Acting for Musical Theatre, Applied Theatre, Directing
and Dramaturgy. Stitch sees the specialities as different
portals to the art world. "We are taught different types of
knowledge, including body movements in ballet and
Chinese opera," she says. "We are given many
opportunities to experiment with art forms to find what
suits us best."

Stitch sums up her two years at the School of Drama, "it
fixed my naiveté and obstinacy about the world."

Human nature is the central subject explored through
drama's relentless scrutiny. Stitch admits that, being
somewhat innocent as a young adult, she had to tackle
unprecedented dilemmas in the process of learning;
such dilemmas involved a series of personal challenges,
the questioning of assumptions, and controversial
topics. The ordeal has deepened her understanding of
interpersonal relationships and led her to reflect on her
values, manage her emotions — and learn to let go.

During her time of sometimes confusing introspection,
Stitch was fortunate to have the support of teachers. She is
grateful to Chan Suk-yi, the Academy's Head of Actor's
Training, for a positive classroom experience; to friend and
teacher Janice Poon, Senior Lecturer in Playwriting and
Dramaturgy as well as Academic Project Officer, for
sparking her interest in scriptwriting .
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Janice Poon, Stitch's mentor in the School of Drama, took a keen
interest in Stitch's drama studies and personal growth. They.
travelled to the countryside together during the summer break. £
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Emma performing as a percussionist in Wells, UK in 2019. {Ri&B7E
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"Franchesca Wong Yuen-wah, who graduated in 2019, also
shared her personal experiences with me, and prayed for me
when | was lost," Stitch reveals. "Heartened by her words, |
found the courage to continue my studies and reverse my
negative mindset, becoming the old happy me again."

"It's the Joy of It, and Also the Challenge"

Like Stitch, Emma Ng Chun-sze discovered the performing
arts at a tender age. Now majoring in timpani and orchestral
percussion at the School of Music, she began learning
percussion in Primary 1, and later joined the school orchestra.

"With percussion, you learn everything that's on the table,"
Emma says. "lt's the joy of it, and also the challenge. When
you tire of the drums, you can switch to percussive keyboards
for a change."

After finishing middle school, Emma went to study in
England. Music was still her passion, and she eventually
applied to and was accepted by London's Trinity Laban
Conservatoire of Music and Dance. However, Covid struck
soon after classes began. After more than a year of online
learning, she decided to continue her studies in Hong Kong.

"My elder brother and | had learnt percussion together from
childhood," she remembers. "We both loved it, and would
often chat about music. He is also an Academy student.
Due in some part to his influence, | gave weight to the
abundance of performance opportunities at the Academy
when trying to decide on an institution."

In the end, she applied to the School of Music. Despite the
lack of performance experience in London caused by the
epidemic, Emma never stopped practising on her own. She
passed the Academy's admission trials with flying colours.
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Emma performing as a drumline player in Wells, UK in 2018. {R/& &
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A Satisfying Life

The percussion programmes at Trinity and the Academy
are similar, but the culture of London and Hong Kong are
different, as are Emma's experiences. "At Trinity, students
have a lot of free time," she notes. "l learnt tap dancing and
joined the orchestra outside of class. | also played for the
church. The Academy's programme runs on a tighter
schedule. Options for electives abound and students are
exposed to varying kinds of knowledge."

For example, in her second year, Emma took a jazz guided-
reading course. The Academy's programme arrangement
chimes with Emma's dynamic approach to life. "l dislike
being idle," she points out. "When | don't have class, | work
out and teach. My life is satisfying."

Why percussion? Emma ponders before answering. "The
motivation may have come from my teammates," she
believes. "The percussive ensemble fills me with energy. |
really enjoy working towards a goal with a group of people,
and seeing everyone doing their best for a concert. The
feeling is fantastic."

Last May, public performances of the Academy Opera
Cavalleria Rusticana and Pagliacci were cancelled due to
Covid. In their place, participants put on two performances
for the Academy community; rehearsals were similarly
shortened from one month to one week. Emma saw her
virgin opera performance as a fascinating challenge.
"Despite the brief span of time from rehearsal to curtains-
up, the process was great fun," she says. "l performed
under the stage for the first time in my life. It felt amazing!"

With two more years to graduation, Emma admits that she
doesn't yet have concrete plans for the future. "Sometimes
| want to attempt new things. Sometimes | want to follow
my brother's footsteps," she notes, which would involve
pursuing a master's degree. Right now, further studies in
percussion seem probable.

"Music is what | know and love best," she says. "The
possibilities of percussion are endless. It would be ideal if |
could perform with the ensemble while working as an
instructor."

Emma performing It's About Time at the Academy Percussion
Concert 2021. R & BIERE A B4 E 54 §20217% = (It's About
Time) ©

Emma performing Rebonds B at the Academy Percussion Concert
2022 (RBABTT RSB EHE2022;/%% (RebondsB) °
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Mr. Kevin Yeung Yun-hung,
Secretary for Culture, Sports and
Tourism visited the Academy

X1t « BEERikER R RIZEETE
TR EESR

Mr. Kevin Yeung Yun-hung, Secretary for Culture, Sports
and Tourism visited the Academy on August 31.
Accompanied by Academy Council Chairman Mr.
Edward Cheng, Academy Director Professor Gillian
Choa and Deputy Director (Administration) Mr. Chapman
Ngan, Mr. Yeung toured the Main Campus and visited
the TV Studio, the Drama Lab and the Multi-media Lab.
He also learnt about the collaboration between different
Schools in preparing a performing arts production, and
discussed the prospects for the development of arts and
culture in Hong Kong and the region. 4
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Opening Reception of the Cultural Leadership Summit 2022
X{C4EHR1E 2022 RS

2
175—195%
I‘glntern :
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Academy Director Professor Gillian Choa and Deputy
Director (Administration) Mr. Chapman Ngan attended
the Opening Reception of the Cultural Leadership
Summit 2022 organised by the Hong Kong Arts
Administrators Association along with industry partners
and professionals, in support of this annual cultural
exchange event.
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Happily Ever After (—#—%1)

Roy learns pole-dancing behind his workaholic wife Chloe's back. It

AETWES) fulfils his need for personal space which their home lacks, and for
passion and the joy of exploration. Roy and Chloe are drifting apart
ommits suicide. Classmate Sam, who as secrets and the threat of social stigma undermine their seemingly

ontacts her elder sister Solana in the
h. Sam meets Solana one night in a
rupts among some gangsters during
round. Solana picks it up. Sam and
rk on a journey of truth-seeking. They
d the mastermind behind the suicide.
a — revenge or forgive?
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solid marriage. Will they find a way to mend their relationship?
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Catch a Star if You Can (i)

The shy and reserved Long decides to leave the swim team
training camp to watch the meteor shower. He meets the free-
spirited and helpful Nick and the two set out on a journey into the
adult world where unprecedented challenges await. The new
experiences begin to change Long's perspective of his miserable
teenage existence. The two eventually arrive at the beach.
Meanwhile Long has made a life-changing decision...
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Former Best Friend ($E@:8)

Under the pretext of giving weddin
friend Yik Chung, bridegroom-to
While wandering in the area, he remin
school his world and Yik Chung's re
they once steered a boat out to sea.
Yik Chung also stole Ah Yat's first ki
him away and the two never spoke a
the island where Yik Chung lives. It's
wheel and the vessel breaks down h
be Yik Chung. With their youth behin
love still possible?
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The Silent Island GIIERESTRE)

Sixteen-year-old Yan meets the new sculpture teacher Wah. After
some time, their relationship makes a leap during an after-school
tutorial. After that, Yan uses all means to make herself appea‘r
unique and beautiful to Wah. One day, she stumbles upon Wah'
secret and begins to wonder whether everything that's happenecl,\L
is true or just a figment of her imagination...
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%M?ﬁ 25 AN The Academy co-presented Guangdong-Hongkong-
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PRINCIPAL’S
RECO M M E N DATI o N SCH E M E The Guangdong-Hongkong-Macau Greater Bay Area B &S RZBE G E &R — RS LB « Z£EFMA

2 International Music Festival was officially launched in B iEF 2 B E - FEBRAEERRSHLSN
& E # ,'% E EI] September. The Academy joined hands with conservatories, B85 | BEE[EAERTHN T &5 RTRER

orchestras and universities in the Greater Bay Area to 4
) . Y THAREERE  AELERENE  LAEYEH
present a variety of music performances online. The
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. . HKSAR 25" Anniversary Celebration Concert presented by HeBEERBHEMETNN T HREEZ, R TE
For Undergraduate and Post-Secondary Programmes in Academic Year 2023/24 the Academy was the first programme of the Festival, B EEE 12021 | ©

Eafr Ea 2
202324 F BT RATHRE Other performances included the Concerto Feast fromthe K SAI4E FE38 T S8 RITHERY —_+HEE
Principals are invited to recommend secondary school students with distinguished achievements Frcadamys Schod ofhuSe facully members and Suders BRE, kT RESREFEM021, - ME
and the School of Dance Summer Performances 2021.
merTeren #ETENT A=+ AESSBLEMNE THHH

in performing arts to apply for admission to the Academy . " .
HAEhBERERBERREM LERHRRNEE  HESSRERE Recorded versions of the HKSAR 257 Anniversary . | g5 Fa3g - &
Celebration Concert and School of Dance Summer

Performances 2021 are available online. The celebration

A maximum of 6 nominations* for each secondary school

ZEHREMREZERZ AVELESHEGFE

Waiver of application fee

HRRBEE

Guaranteed audition / interview

R AT R PR E

concert will also be broadcast on RTHK Radio 4
programme "Youth in Harmony" on October 31.
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* Only one recommendation can be made for each School of the Academy, namely School of
Chinese Opera, Dance, Drama, Film and Television, Music, and Theatre and Entertainment Arts.
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(T-Iow to identify talents? Wk BIREANT ?

The Academy has newly launched a website to introduce abilities, training and experiences
the applicants should possess for reference. Visit our website for more information.
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School of Dance Summer Performances 2021
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TEA Graduate Exhibition &R EFEMTRER 2022
1 ACADEMY EVENTS IN OCTOBER @R
BiEZ2BREMERBER

7 FRI | 7:00PM | AR 28
Academy Contemporary Intercultural Ensemble:
Reimagined George Crumb Concert
Free event REHE (#) @ @

FRI | 7:00PM | AH
Academy Woodwind and Brass Concert
BEERERINEETH
Free event REHE (#

| 7-13.9.2022
The Hong Kong Jockey Club Amphitheatre

9-24.9.2022
Academy Studio Theatre
RESEREIS

on the Academy website: www.hkapa.edu/event/upcoming

- Programme arrangements are subject to the Government's latest social distancing measures. Please stay tuned for the latest updates
BB ZHHEREB A RMAHMML R IERHEEIE LA - BRSEMRMNALL L ASRFER: www/hkapa.edu/tch/event/upcoming

ERBERTREER

Each year, the School of Theatre and Entertainment Arts (TEA) organises the Photos by ## : Kontinues

Graduate Exhibition to display the creative work of its students. This year, VENUE b, KEY Hi@

the Exhibition had two sessions covering the School's three Departments. 2 AH Academy Concert Hall Tiie e (46 A By e e alig A S
BFARMMFEMERBIZEERER  ARRHSXNSLEBEAEN AR o bt el iR e
Rl SENBREAMDES  BEZAPROBHEAFR - e " e pararmancs s h Acacry s Ol ana st com, 1 e s
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NOTICE 784 REMARKS &5

The programme information is correct at the time of going to press but the

organiser reserves the right to change programme information or schedule

should unavoidable circumstances dictate. Please refer to the latest

announcements on the Academy webswte as final. For funher details, p\ease
: |

All people entering the Academy premises are required
to follow the Academy's prevailing access control
measures. For details and the latest updates on
arrangements of event and access control measures,
please visit: www.hkapa.edu
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WWW. hkapa.edu/tch/

Protect our Environment and Subscribe to Academy eNews
&a

BATEEFRA 235 I R

EEMIK - AREERRR - REBRFMBDER
Mok BPREEEEERIHASTRM

To protect our environment and reduce paper use,
readers are encouraged to switch their subscription
to the e-version.

Facilities for people with disabilities are available at the Academy by prior
arrangement at the time of tlcket booklng Please contact our \/enue Performance
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While there may be disruption in the mailing of
the printed newsletter due to the pandemic, the
Academy will continue to distribute eNews on the 1°
of every month, keeping readers abreast of the latest
news and exciting activities of the Academy.

2584 8633 vp@hkapa.edu £ Fé

eNews EFHRA

www.hkapa.edu/subscription

Due to the pandemic, there may be disruption in the mailing of the printed
newsletter. Readers are encouraged to switch their subscription to the e-version.
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Main Campus A<&8

Subscribe to eNews NOW : r&'
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CULTIVATING 215" CENTURY PERFORMING ARTISTS | AN ASIAN HEART - A GLOBAL VIEW
BENHRLREEMR | T M Pd L- BB BH

I/ My organisation would like to make a donation to support the general development of The Hong Kong Academy for Performing
Arts,including the following areas:

A FEBERBBAIBEGEREEERNEE - BFEUTHE

e Students Development 224 3[R (e.g.Scholarships and bursaries 4l : 222 & EHEE$)

¢ Internationalisation BIFE{LIE B (e.g. Master classes, exchange programmes 41 : KERHEL -~ 32575 El)

e Arts and Technology EiTE2RIH (e.g. Performing arts projects / research #l : F;EEAMIER / #i5R)

e Campus Development K E% & (e.g.Enhancement of learning facilities, new student hostel 4l : Bt B BEE - HFELRED)

Donation Amount B &8

SUPPORTUS ZiFH &

[ ] HK$200,000 [ ] HK$100,000 [ |HK$50,000 [ | HK$20,000

[ ] HK$10,000 [ ] HK$5,000 [ |HK$1,000 [ | Other H i HKS:

DONOR PARTICULARS % A ¥ ¥

Name of Individual or Organisation : (Mr / Ms / Mrs / Dr / Prof)
BRASKERTR (/xRN /L H8R)

Name of Contact Person (if different from above):

BaR AR (W LR RE)
Address H#iif :

Tel EFE : Email BE :
(Electronic donation receipt will be sent to this email address #433X B F 1B UIE ZE L BED 1)

Signature 24 : Date HHf :

REMARKS &3

® A tax-deductible receipt will be issued for donation of HK$100 or above.

® Donation of HK$5,000 or above will be acknowledged in Academy website while
donation of HK$10,000 or above will also be acknowledged in Academy Annual Report.

® Please mail the completed form with crossed cheque to Development Office, The Hong ONLINE DONATION
Kong Academy for Performing Arts, 1 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

® Please make your cheque payable to “The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts”.
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For enquiry, please contact Development Office on (852) 2584 8729 or email at dev@hkapa.edu.
MEEH - BUIHE (852) 2584 8729 HEEHZE dev@hkapa.edu B2 R BRH#% ©

Personal Information Collection Statement It SE 18 A 41 88 85

The Academy pledges to comply with the requirements of the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance by meeting internationally recognised standards of personal data privacy protection. In so doing, the Academy will ensure its staff complies with

the strictest standards of security and confidentiality. Information collection from this donation form will adhere to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance that states the purpose and use of the information collected. The Academy intends to

use personal data for future es, fund-raising appeal activities, conducting surveys, or other related promotional purposes. If you do not wish your personal data to be used for the aforementioned purposes, please

send your request to dev@hkapa.edu.
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